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By thus surveying one important element in its development, 
Mr. Babcock has made a valuable contribution to American 
history and particularly to the history of the West. His conclu- 
sions, after so long and thorough a study, are significant. "In 
temperament, early training, and ideals," he declares, "the Scan- 
dinavians more nearly approach the American type than any other 
class of immigrants, except those from Great Britain. . . . The 
Scandinavians, knowing the price of American citizenship, have 
paid it ungrudgingly, and are proud of the possession of the high 
prerogatives and privileges conferred. They fit readily into 
places among the best and most serviceable of the nation's citi- 
zens ; without long hammering or costly chiseling they give 
strength and stability, if not beauty and the delicate refinements 
of culture, to the social and economic structure of the United 
States" (page 181). 

A critical essay on materials and authorities, an appendix of 
statistical tables, and the index conclude the volume. In arrange- 
ment and classification, as well as inclusiveness, the bibliography 
is the best in its field. The section on documentary sources is 
particularly good. On the religious life and activity of the 
Scandinavians it is not so satisfactory. It is difficult to under- 
stand why such mines of information as the annual church 
reports should be omitted. Also, both for the Norwegians and 
Swedes, not a few congregational histories have been written, 
many of them of considerable historical interest, which are not 
included. Hjalmar R. Holand's De norske settlement ers historie 
(Ephraim, Wisconsin, 1908. 603 p.), though to a certain degree 
uncritical, should not, at any rate, have been omitted from the 
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The Scandinavian-American. By Alfred O. Fonkalsrud, Ph.D., 
with the collaboration of Beatrice Stevenson, M.A. 
(Minneapolis, K. C. Holter Publishing Company, 1915. 
167 p.) 

Lacking the comprehensiveness and careful workmanship of 
Mr. Babcock's monograph The Scandinavian Element in the 
United States, this thesis by Dr. Fonkalsrud, the result of a 
doctoral dissertation at New York University, is in some respects 
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a more philosophical interpretation of the Scandinavian element 
than the former. The historical European background, the 
significance of the religious activity of the Scandinavians in the 
United States, their literary and artistic achievements are phases 
which are treated inadequately or not at all by Mr. Babcock. 
Dr. Fonkalsrud devotes almost four of his nine chapters to these 
subjects. On the other hand, he gives only the general outlines 
of the history of the immigration to this country from the three 
Scandinavian countries, and barely touches upon the movement 
of expansion so thoroughly analyzed by Mr. Babcock. Himself 
a Norwegian-American, Dr. Fonkalsrud perhaps lacks the per- 
spective of Mr. Babcock, but his work is a philosophical study of 
his own people. He believes that the Scandinavians become 
Americanized too rapidly, and he deplores the rapid transition 
from the foreign to the English language. One feels that he is 
not altogether convincing, however, in the position which he 
takes in this respect, nor in his thesis that the most permanent 
and valuable contribution of the Scandinavians to American char- 
acter and life must come from them as a unified group. 

The book is written in an awkward and, at times, somewhat 
stilted style. Footnotes, bibliography, and index are omitted, 
and a large number of annoying typographical errors mar the 
text. Despite these obvious shortcomings, however, the disser- 
tation has considerable value as a supplement to the monograph 

by Mr. Babcock. 

1. C. B. 

History of Morrison and Todd Counties, Minnesota; Their 
People, Industries, and Institutions; with Biographical 
Sketches of Representative Citizens and Genealogical Rec- 
ords of Many of the Old Families. By Clara K. Fuller. 
In two volumes. (Indianapolis, B. F. Bowen and Company, 
1915. 302, 406 p. Illustrated) 

To a Minnesota man no better field for worth-while, intensive 
work in history offers itself than the settlement and development 
of one of the counties of the state. The names of the first 
settlers, the travel routes, the most striking incidents of pioneer 
days, the organization of local government — all this material is 
worthy of being recorded in permanent form. But there are 



